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Reardan Audubon Lake - Phase 2

Chapters throughout the state of Washington support the addition of 150 acres to the Reardan Audubon Lake area.  

Reardan Audubon Lake and the surrounding area is used by over 100 species of birds.   It provides habitat that is attractive to a variety of migrant birds in both spring and fall in an area where rest stops for the weary, wildlife traveler are few and far between. It also draws a large number of birders from spring through fall. Audubon Lake is included in the Washington Birding Trail map that was produced by Audubon Washington.  The purchase of the original property that includes Audubon Lake was supported by Audubon chapters throughout the state.  

In order to protect the land that has already been acquired, it is important to implement phase two of the Audubon Lake project.  The additional 150 acres, that is adjacent to the property WDFW currently owns, includes vernal pools, wetlands, and Palouse prairie grasslands.  There is a threat that this land could be subdivided.  Not only would vital habitat be lost, but the side effects of development could be considerable.  There could be a negative impact on the surrounding water table and there more than likely would be an increase in the number of cats and dogs running over the adjacent property having serious deleterious effects on wildlife.  

Since human population pressure is not extreme in this area, the cost per acre is relatively reasonable.  This would mean the state would get good value for their investment. 

We would hope that you rate the acquisition of this property highly.  It would be a valuable addition to the lands currently owned by WDFW and provide essential habitat to migrating birds as well as to other conservation target species.

Sincerely,

Fran Haywood, Spokane Audubon Society				
Mary Porter-Solberg, Olympic Peninsula Audubon Society
Bob Fuerstenberg, Vashon Audubon Society				
Tim Manns, Skagit Audubon Society
Dan Streiffert, Rainier Audubon Society				
Judy Hallisey, Kittitas Audubon Society
Steve Puddicombe, Willapa Hills Audubon Society			
Pam Borso, North Cascades Audubon Society
Robin Priddy, Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society		
Ann Casey, Whidby Island Audubon Society
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