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Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office 
1111 Washington St. S.E.
Olympia, WA 98501
June 17, 2014
 
Dear Sir or Madam,
The Cheney-Spokane Chapter of the Ice Age Floods Institute (IAFI) strongly supports the Washington Fish and Wildlife grant proposal to acquire 150 acres of land adjacent to their Audubon Lake property near Reardan, Washington.  Contiguous land holdings are more effective in habitat and wildlife protection.  
The IAFI is a non-profit 501(3)c organization that uses the public access at this property for many field trips devoted to educating local citizens about the effects of the Ice Age Floods.  We often use the excellent parking area and viewpoints to explain the significance of the massive floods that flowed through the eastern Washington area during the Pleistocene Ice Age.  Often we have two busloads (about 80-90 participants) on such trips.  In addition, Eastern Washington University science departments use the site for field trips.  The site is a prime candidate to be included in the designated Ice Age Floods National Geologic Trail that is currently being planned by the National Park Service.
The site is ideal for K-12 field trips, I don’t know if local schools are using this resource.  Perhaps an outreach program by the WDFW and local universities could be initiated.  Acquisition of the area west of SR 231 would also be desirable.  In addition to the lake basin some of the best examples of butte and basin topography in Lincoln County is located in this area.
The added acreage would provide more opportunity to observe the typical swell and swale (a subdued butte and basin) topography that is well displayed in the area.  High-energy whirlpool-like currents called kolks likely produced the smaller pothole ponds.  The collection of landforms in both the Audubon Lake and adjacent properties provides some “textbook” examples of flood features and well deserves permanent protection.
 
Sincerely,
Eugene P. Kiver, Ph.D., R.G.
Professor Emeritus of Geology
Eastern Washington University
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