June 23rd, 2014

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Department of Ecology (Ecology) Toxics Cleanup Program and the Squaxin Island Tribe (Tribe) have discussed the habitat improvement concepts the mouth of Goldsborough Creek and north part of Shelton Harbor, and Ecology has reviewed conceptual design for these projects.  Ecology believes that cleanup needs in this area can be integrated with habitat improvement.  Existing data indicate the area around the delta of Goldsborough Creek is relatively uncontaminated, likely due to clean sediment discharges from the creek and historic dredging in this area.  Phase 1 of the project will add more clean material which would further cap any residual contamination in that area.  Conceptual design for Phase 2 includes addition of clean sands/sediments and vegetation, which would serve to cap and isolate contaminated sediments.  The Phase 3 potential modification along the Port of Shelton shoreline that would mesh with the Phase 2 project also includes burying and isolation of contaminated sediments, as well as burying a creosote bulkhead, removing it from contact with the marine environment.  We intend to continue to coordinate with the Tribe, Simpson Lumber Company, and Port of Shelton as the designs are further developed, to ensure that habitat improvements in Shelton Harbor will be protective, and will not preclude future cleanup needs in any areas not addressed through the habitat projects. 
Sincerely,
Joyce Mercuri
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