ILWU LOCAL #24

3105 JOHN STEVENS WAY

HOQUIAM, WA.  98550

PHONE 1-360-533-3412

FAX. 1-360-533-1406
9-17-2014
SUBJECT: RECREATION & CONSERVATION OFFICE GRANT
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:


MY NAME IS BILLY SWOR AND I AM THE SECRETARY AND DISPATCHER FOR THE LONGSHOREMEN'S LOCAL #24 IN ABERDEEN.  I WOULD LIKE TO SOLICIT SUPPORT FOR OUR COMMUNITY’S 28TH STREET PUBLIC BOAT LAUNCH UNDER THE BOATING FACILITIES PROGRAM.  THE GRAYS HARBOR WATERCRAFT COMMUNITY IS VIBRANT AND ENGAGED.  FROM SPORT TO COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN AND RECREATIONAL BOATERS AS WELL, ACCESS TO THE WATERFRONT IS NOT JUST FOR THE MAJOR SHIPPING INDUSTRY.  WE HAVE A DIRECT AND VESTED INTEREST IN THE BOAT LAUNCH.  
I WOULD LIKE TO SHARE SOME INFORMATION ABOUT LOCAL #24 LONGSHOREMEN’S ANNUAL SALMON DERBY WE HAVE HELD EACH OF THE PAST TWELVE YEARS.  EVERY FALL WE SPONSOR A 2-DAY DERBY (WE HAVE HELD A COUPLE OF 3-DAY DERBIES) WITH PRIZES OF CASH AND GIFTS.  I AM INCLUDING SOME COPIES OF PAST POSTERS.  THIS FISHING DERBY STARTED BACK IN 2002 AFTER THE UNTIMELY DEATH OF ONE OF OUR MEMBERS, STEVEN “BUZZ” PETERS.  HE WAS AN AVID SPORTSMAN AND GENEROUS VOLUNTEER INVOLVED WITH THE “LONG LIVE THE KINGS” PROJECTS, AND THE LOCAL “POGGIES” GROUP.  WE FELT IT ONLY FITTING TO START THIS FISH DERBY IN HIS MEMORY.

WE ALSO PROVIDE THE PUBLIC, NOT JUST THE ANGLERS WITH A BARBECUE EACH DAY OF THE EVENT.  AND A LOT OF THE FISHERMEN DONATE SOME OF THEIR FISH.  WHAT A PERFECT COMBINATION OF A FABULOUS PUBLIC RESOURCE AND AN EVENT TO EXPLOIT THE PUBLIC BOAT LAUNCH.   HAVING A BOAT-BUILDING COMPANY LITERALLY ACROSS THE STREET IS ANOTHER COMPELLING USE, AS WELL.
                                                                                                         REGARDS, 
                                                                                                           BILLY D. SWOR,  SEC/DISP.

