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March 30, 2015

To whom it concern,

I am pleased to provide this letter of support on behalf of the Tulalip Tribes’ Natural and Cultural Resources
Department regarding the Meadowdale Beach Park Barrier Removal project.

The Tulalip Tribes fully support daylighting and restoration of Lunds Gulch Creek in Meadowdale Beach Park.
Recent research by the Tulalip Tribes' has verified that ESA listed Juvenile Chinook are present in Lunds gulch
Creek and small non-natal streams throughout Possession Sound and the Whidbey Basin. Small coastal streams in
the Whidbey Basin provide critical rearing and acclimating habitat for Juvenile Chinook as they emerge from
larger river systems and transition from freshwater to marine waters. Perched and poorly installed culverts
prevent juvenile Chinook as well as other fish species, (coho salmon, cutthroat trout, chum salmon, and steelhead)
from accessing this important habitat. The body literature on replacing blocking culverts suggests that in order to
restore fish access, natural sediment transport, and tidal flow a bridge or culvert must be installed with a 0% slope
at the appropriate tidal elevation, wide enough to accommodate bank full flows, and have natural substrate
underneath the span. The Tribes are interested in the process and results of the stream restoration effort and may
be able to contribute some pre and post project monitoring to track the results of the restoration efforts. The
Tulalip Tribes are committed to protecting natural resources for future generations and recognize the importance
of restoring fish access to small coastal streams.

Sincerely,
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Daryl Williams

Environmental Liason
Tulalip Tribes Natural & Cultural Resources Department




