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June 8, 2015

Washington Recreation and Conservation Office
Attn: Kay Caromile
P.O. Box 40917
Olympia, Washington 98504-0917

Subject: Chambers Creek Dam acquisition (#15-1159)


Dear Kay:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for the opportunity to provide additional information regarding the Chambers Creek Dam acquisition project proposed by Forterra and submitted to the WRIA 10/12 lead entity. The project – sponsored by Forterra and supported by American Rivers, South Puget Sound Salmon Enhancement Group, and Pierce County – is one of the top priorities under the WRIA 10/12 salmon recovery strategy as the dam is a major limiting factor on all upstream restoration activities (many of those funded by RCO); the dam is also a barrier to fish passage resulting in increased salmonid mortality as fish attempt to pass the dam going both upstream as well as downstream.

The owner of the property has indicated a willingness to work with Forterra and its partners to sell the dam. However, the property owner does not own the land the dam sits on, only the structure itself. This is part of a long, complicated chain of title for the structure, will which be made clear through real estate due diligence prior to closing. 

The property owner has also indicated that he will not simply convey the dam or allow for its removal without some form of consideration. Therefore, we believe that it is necessary to have the dam appraised by a commercial real estate appraiser using state-approved appraisal standards and to purchase the structure at the appraised price in order to move forward with the ultimate goal: removal of the dam and restoration of the site. 

There is a chance that the dam could be appraised at $0 if the repairs to the dam exceed its economic value. If that is the case, then Forterra will work with the landowner to have the dam transferred into Forterra’s ownership or the ownership of a partner (e.g. Pierce County). If the structure does have monetary value, we would use SRFB funds plus any match we’ve secured to acquire the property, hold it for a period to complete the removal plan, design, and engineering, and finally proceed with construction. 

If there is any additional information I can provide on the proposed project, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at (253) 254-8798. Thank you for all your help!

Sincerely,

Jordan M. Rash
Conservation Director
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