
Mud Bay, Sucia Island Salt Marsh Restoration  
Preliminary Design Project 



Sucia Marsh & Beach Restoration 

Partners: 
Friends of the San Juans 
WA State Parks 
Coastal Geologic Services 



Sucia Marsh & Beach Restoration 
Location 



What is the problem? 

• Fill, road & armor bury 8,000 square feet of upper 
beach and lower salt marsh habitat. 

• Perched 18 inch wide culvert limits tidal exchange and 
blocks fish passage to a 2.2 acre salt marsh with 200 
feet of existing channel. 

• Road is low elevation (+11-12 MLLW) and threatened 
by erosion, flooding and sea level rise. 



Why Spend $$ Here? 
• Connected coastal wetlands are very rare habitat type 

in the San Juans 
• Site is located in the top priority landscape region & 

among the highest priority shoreforms (3% of county 
shores). 

• WA State Parks as owner offers opportunity for full 
restoration (road, fill, armor & culvert removal), as 
well as long-term conservation mgt. of the site. 

• Initial assessment, feasibility, archaeological  & 
landowner engagement work has been completed. 



Shoreform 



Habitat 



Fish Use 



Proposed Preliminary 
Design Work: 
• Wetland delineation 
• Freshwater well analysis 
• Cultural resources review 
• Biological evaluation 
• Restoration design (70%) 
• Operational adjustment 

planning & design (>30%) 



Project Budget 
 
Category Cost 

Cultural Resources $4,500 

Assessment/Inventory $15,400 

Preliminary Design  
(restoration & operations) 

$69,360 

Total preliminary design project 
cost: 

$89,260 



Restored site provides habitat for rearing fish, exchange 
of nutrients, natural beach & expanded salt marsh.   
Note: photo shopped “AFTER” image where current road is located. 



QUESTIONS? 

Tina Whitman 
tina@sanjuans.org 

Friends of the San Juans 
PO Box 1344 

Friday Harbor, WA 98250 
360-378-2319 

www.sanjuans.org 
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