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On February 5, 2015, the Snohomish Basin Salmon Recovery Forum (the Forum) met for a regularly scheduled meeting from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon.  The following persons were in attendance:

Attendee		Organization
Andrew McDonnell	Snohomish PUD
Bob Heirman		Snohomish County Sportsmen’s Association
Brett Gaddis		Snohomish County Surface Water Management
Denise Di Santo	Snohomish County Surface Water Management
Doug Hennick		Wild Fish Conservancy
Erin Auzins		King County
Gregg Farris		Snohomish County Surface Water Management
Heather Cole		Puget Sound Partnership
Jamie Bails		Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Jim Miller		City of Everett
Josh Kubo		Tulalip Tribes
Karen Stewart		Stilly-Snohomish LIO
Kimberly Ordon	Tulalip Tribes
Kirk Lakey		Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Kurt Nelson		Tulalip Tribes
Michael Sheehan	Snohomish County Surface Water Management
Monte Marti		Snohomish Conservation District
Morgan Ruff		Tulalip Tribes
Neil Wheeler		Coordinated Diking Council
Paul Crane		City of Everett
Perry Falcone		Snoqualmie Watershed Forum
Robert Sendry		Sound Salmon Solutions
Scott Powell		City of Seattle
Terry Williams		Tulalip Tribes


1. Introductions, Agenda, and Announcements
· Forum Chair Terry Williams called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m.  
· Attendees introduced themselves.  Terry welcomed new Forum member Erin Auzins, representing King County.  Denise Di Santo provided Erin a new-member information packet.
  
2. Forum Business
· Review and adopt policy and procedure for letters of support requests: 
· Denise Di Santo provided the Forum with copies of a draft policy and a procedures form for responding to requests for letters of support, which she asked the Forum to approve and adopt. After discussion, the Forum approved the policy and directed that small edits be made to the procedures form. Michael Sheehan will make the edits and send out a revised form to the Forum. It was determined that no further action or approval would be needed, though attendees expressed an interest in the possibility of creating an additional procedures form to be used for less grant-specific requests, such as for programmatic initiatives.

· Review and adopt letter to legislators: 
· Denise Di Santo provided the Forum with copies of a draft letter to all legislators whose jurisdictions are within the boundaries of WRIA 7.  The letter is written for the purpose of advocating for certain legislative priorities.  Denise asked the forum to approve and authorize the letter. Discussion ensued.  

Monte Marti asked why there couldn’t be a line supporting funding for the Conservation Commission, the parent funding source for Conservation Districts. Denise told the Forum that this request was considered at the Policy Development Committee (PDC) meeting on January 15, 2015, and it was concluded by the PDC that the purpose of this letter should remain specific to funding programs rather than to support organizations directly. Monte pointed out that support contained in the letter for the Floodplains by Design initiative was not salmon recovery-specific and that the Conservation Districts allocate resources to salmon recovery.

Terry Williams suggested that a short, introductory paragraph could be incorporated that would lay out broader support for legislative priorities, so long as there was a salmon benefit, and that it could satisfy Monte’s request. The Forum directed Denise to draft an additional sentence, with Monte’s review, for further approval before sending the letter.

· Lead Entity Work Planning
· Denise Di Santo asked the Forum to approve and adopt the 2015 Snohomish Basin Work Plan, and brief discussion followed.  The Forum approved and adopted the 2015 Snohomish Basin Work Plan.

3. Break – Chair Terry Williams leaves meeting for other obligation, Vice Chair Jim Miller assumes role of Chair.

4. Forum Business (Continued)
· Qwuloolt Funding Shortfall
· Morgan Ruff and Kurt Nelson, Tulalip Tribes, presented information on the funding history of the Qwuloolt project, revealing an approximate $243,000-$500,000 shortfall due to unforeseen circumstances with respect to fees due to the Army Corps of Engineers (The Corps). Kurt Nelson described the issues with the Corps, and asked the Forum to authorize the utilization of up to $500,000 in 2015’s PSAR funds to meet the shortfall.  

Gregg Farris spoke about the funding of Snohomish County’s Smith Island project and offered that the County supports the Qwuloolt project and has no issue with Qwuloolt being awarded the amount being sought.  The potential allocation of funds to this estuary project would not impact the schedule for the Smith Island project.

The Forum approved an expedited PSAR early action funding process of up to $500,000 in PSAR funds to be used to cover the Qwuloolt funding shortfall.


· Three Year Work Plan and Basin Reporting
· Morgan Ruff outlined the changes to the 3-Year Work Plan, and presented a proposed timeline for transitioning to a four-year cycle, with biennial review.  She requested that any project that may be considered for 2015’s SRFB round be on the 3-Year Work Plan by May.  The Forum approved the timeline.

· Review and adopt SRFB Round Schedule and RFP
· Michael Sheehan reviewed the DRAFT 2015 SRFB Grant Schedule and DRAFT 2015 SRFB Request for Proposals (RFP). Michael highlighted key dates, and requested Forum approval of the schedule and the RFP. The Forum approved the 2015 SRFB Grant Schedule and the 2015 SRFB RFP.
   
5. Presentation
· Success Story: Lower Skykomish River Restoration
· Brett Gaddis presented an excellent PowerPoint presentation on the efforts of restoring a reach of the Lower Skykomish River; the projects used multiple techniques, providing benefits to salmon habitat. The projects required significant landowner and multi-agency partnering to complete.

6. Snohomish Basin Updates
· Snoqualmie Forum Update
· Perry Falcone presented an update on the Snoqualmie Forum.  He announced that the annual Cooperative Watershed Grant program’s deadline is February 18.  Perry reported on the two meetings held in Carnation on January 15th by the Snoqualmie Forum to discuss the Tolt River floodplain management approaches at King County. Both meetings were well attended with approximately 130 citizens, in total, attending the two meetings.

7. Regional Updates
· Puget Sound Partnership
· Heather Cole presented the Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) regional update, and provided the attendees with a two-page Watershed Groups Review that outlines the Partnership’s recommendations to the legislature pursuant to the Watershed Proviso.

· Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council
· Denise Di Santo presented the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council (PSSRC) update.  She represented WRIA 7 at the meeting in lieu of Scott Powell, who was unable to attend. Denise reported that the highlights of the meeting were: the Four Year Work Plan and biennial reporting process was adopted at the request of Jeannette Dorner of the, and that recent WDFW research findings showed that the Snohomish River samples of juvenile Chinook revealed high levels of flame retardant chemicals (PBDEs). Denise reports that the final report is due in June and efforts made to identify the source of the chemicals will be tracked. This was a next step identified in the research nut the proposal to conduct this effort has yet to be defined.

8. Adjourn
· Jim Miller adjourned the meeting at 11:58 a.m.  The next Forum meeting will be held on May 7, 2015 at the Waltz Building in Snohomish. 
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