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Lead Entity:  Skagit Watershed Council   Date Status1 

Project Number: 15-1172  Post-Application    

Project Name: Lake Creek Wetland Complex Acquisition  Final 9/23/15 Clear 

Project Sponsor: Skagit Land Trust  

Grant Manager:  Marc Duboiski  

PROJECT SUMMARY (for Review Panel reference only ) 

 

Skagit Land Trust proposes to acquire fee simple title to two land parcels totally 50 acres at the south end of Big Lake to 

protect 46 acres of intact emergent and forested wetlands that provide habitat functions valuable for steelhead in Lake 

Creek.  SLT recently purchased a one year option to buy the property, which it believes was needed to forestall the 

owner’s plan to commercially log the site.  Skagit Watershed Council recently expanded the range of “Tier 2” areas 

within its strategic approach to include upper tributaries that support steelhead spawning, including the 

Nookachamps/Lake Creek system. 

FINAL REVIEW PANEL COMMENTS 

Date: 9/23/15        Final Project Status:  Clear 
Review Panel Member(s): Full Panel Review    

1. If the project is a POC, please identify the SRFB criteria used to determine the status of the project: 
2. If the project is Conditioned, the following language will be added to the project agreement:  
3. Other comments: 

 

POST-APPLICATION REVIEW PANEL COMMENTS 

Date:         Project Status: Click to choose a status 
Review Panel Member(s):   

1. If the project is a POC, identify the SRFB criteria used to determine the status of the project:  
2. If the project is a POC, identify the changes that would make this a technically sound project:  
3. If the project is Conditioned, the following language will be added to the project agreement: 
4. General comments: 

SPONSOR RESPONSE INSTRUCTIONS:  

                                                                 

1 CLEAR: Cleared to proceed;  CONDITIONED: Cleared to proceed with a condition;  NMI: Needs More Information; POC: Project of 

Concern; NOTEWORTHY: Exemplary Project 
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If your project is not cleared (i.e. has a status of NMI, Conditioned, or POC) you must update your proposal, PRISM 
questions, or attachments as necessary to address the review panel’s comments. Use track changes when updating your 
proposal. Fill out the section at the end of your project proposal to document how you responded to comments.  

DRAFT APPLICATION / SITE VISIT  REVIEW PANEL COMMENTS 

Date:  04/30/15       Project Site Visit?  Yes  No 
Review Panel Member(s):  O’Neal and Slocum 

1. Recommended improvements to make this a technically sound project according to the SRFB’s criteria. 
 

2. Missing Pre-application information. 

 

3. General Comments: 

Reviewers at the site meeting provided interesting opinions on the issues of benefit to listed fish species and the 

relative threat to habitat values if the land were not purchased.  A reviewer pointed out that the low gradient 

wetland channels that characterize at least the periphery of the wetland area are not typical steelhead rearing 

habitat (although they would be expected to be used by coho).  Others pointed out that the wetlands and open 

channel areas of this site most definitely would be protected by Skagit County’s critical areas ordinance, to the 

extent that the regulatory protections actually are enforced in practice.  Despite these issues, the general ecological 

value of the wetland complex and the limitations in the regulatory scheme to fully protect ecological functions and 

values make the site an attractive acquisition target.  The proposal would be strengthened by squarely addressing 

these issues, explaining precisely how the low gradient, spirea and canary grass-dominated wetlands support 

steelhead habitat functions in Lake Creek, and how fee simple purchase is necessary to adequately protect these 

values.  Quantification of the habitat areas that provide benefit to steelhead would also be helpful, in addition to 

visuals on the diversity of habitats that may be available at the site.   

In recent years SWC has relied on an objective evaluation and ranking process to prioritize land acquisition 

candidates for protecting Chinook habitat functions in the Tier 1 Middle Skagit area.  If the current project indicates 

a new trend to protect Tier 2 steelhead habitat functions, it is hoped that the prioritization process can be easily 

used for Tier 2 steelhead sites. 

Staff Comments:  Attach option agreement into PRISM.  The option cost of $10,000 is eligible for reimbursement, as 
long as it’s treated similarily as earnest money, where it is deducted from the final purchase price. 

SPONSOR RESPONSE INSTRUCTIONS:  

Revise your project proposals using “track changes” and update any relevant PRISM questions and attachments. Fill out 
the section at the end of your project proposal to document how you responded to comments.  
 

 


