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____________________________________________________ 
In response to the review panel’s condition for approval of funding for Project 15-1239 Population Structure of Chinook Residents SJI, the WRIA 2 lead entity submitted a letter dated December 4, 2015, which describes how the project sponsor will meet the condition.  The letter was signed by the WRIA 2 lead entity, Long Live the Kings (project sponsor) and Puget Sound Partnership (PSP).  
In the letter, the sponsor, WRIA 2 and PSP identify two meaningful lines of action and the appropriate partners to pursue next steps toward recovery actions. The review panel understands that the data and evaluation that will result from Project 15-1239 will be sufficient to support both: 1) WRIA 2’s efforts to refine its recovery strategy and 2) the Salish Sea Marine Survival Project Coordinating Committee’s work to recommend and advocate for regional hatchery and harvest management improvements.  As such, the review panel believes that the proposed actions and schedules satisfy the intent of the project funding condition.
The letter goes on to state that, “(a)lternatively, further assessment of competition between hatchery and wild Chinook during resident phase may be recommended as an outcome of this work. And, if competition exists, recommendations may be made regarding how the production levels of specific hatchery populations should be adjusted.”  The review panel’s position is that while we welcome efforts by the sponsor, WRIA 2 and PSP to do further assessments on this issue, such assessments may not substitute for successfully completing the project outcomes that are described in the preceding text of the letter and may not be funded with Project 15-1239 funds.
