From:	Burgdorf, Shirley <shirley_burgdorf@fws.gov>
Sent:	Monday, December 7, 2015 8:36 AM
To:	Baird, Maryann  NWS; Nichols, Frank T NWS; Urelius, Karen M NWS
Subject:	[EXTERNAL] Snohomish Conservation District off-channel habitat 
restoration NWS_2015-723

Hi Frank, 
Here is the approval for the proposed project

(COE #: NWS-2015-723; FWS#: 01EWFW00-2016-TA-0137)
 
On November 9, 2016, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received your letter, the 
Memorandum for the Services, and Specific Project Information Form requesting consultation 
for the Snohomish Conservation District restoration project.  The Service requested additional 
information on November 24, 2015, and received a response on November 30, 2015.  The U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) made a "may affect, not likely to adversely affect" 
determination for the bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus) and designated bull trout critical 
habitat.  The project site is near Snohomish, in Snohomish County, Washington (T27N, R6W, 
Sec 6).
 
The Corps proposes to issue a permit under section 404 of the Clean Water Act to the Snohomish 
Conservation District for restoration activities to reconnect off-channel habitat to the Snohomish 
River.  The project includes 1) installing two fish-passable culverts (12-ft-diameter by 80 ft long 
and 12-ft-diameter by 54 ft long) at existing road crossing barriers, 2) removing a fish barrier 
culvert under an existing footpath, 3) excavating 0.55 mile of relic channel, 4) placing large 
woody debris within the side channel, and 5) planting 5 acres of riparian habitat.  Excavated 
material will be used for construction of habitat mounds and spread in the adjacent agricultural 
field.  Access to the sites will be along an existing farm road.  Construction will occur during the 
recommended in-water work window (August 1 to October 31) during low flows.  The side 
channel is generally dry at normal flows, so work is expected to be conducted in the dry.  If 
water is present in the existing ponds, isolated fish will be captured and removed.  The proposed 
project will reconnect 6.3 acres and 0.71 mile of off-channel habitat.  Construction activities will 
take one work window to complete and 3 to 5 years of vegetation monitoring. 

The proposed project site is along the Snohomish River at approximately river mile 15.7, 
approximately 3 miles upstream of the town of Snohomish, Washington.  Subadult and adult bull 
trout use the lower Snohomish River for foraging and overwintering.  Spawning occurs in the 
upper reaches of the watershed.  Based on the location of the project, adult and subadult bull 
trout may be present in the Snohomish River during the recommended in-water work 
window.  Bull trout are not expected to be in the isolated shallow ponds due to the high water 
temperatures during the summer months.  Bull trout could be exposed to increased levels of 
turbidity during the first high flow events that inundate the project area and the reconnected the 
side channel. 
 
The final revised rule designating bull trout critical habitat (75 FR 63898 [October 18, 2010]) 
identifies nine Primary Constituent Elements essential for the conservation of the species.  The 
project reach is in designated critical habitat in the Snohomish River.  The proposed action may 
result in temporary impacts to water quality and disturbance associated with elevated levels of 
suspended sediments and disturbance from the installation of culverts and large wood structures, 
excavation of the side channel, and removal of the fish passage barrier.  The reconnection work 
will be conducted in the dry and any short-term turbidity plumes during high flow events are not 
expected to measurably degrade water quality.
Restoration of habitat connectivity for bull trout will enhance the quality of suitable habitat with 
associated positive effects on riparian areas.  Therefore, the long-term effects of the action are 
considered beneficial.  Turbidity monitoring report should be sent to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, 510 Desmond Drive SE, Suite 102, Lacey WA 98503, attention Shirley Burgdorf.
The proposed action meets all of the applicable criteria in the Fish Passage and Habitat 
Enhancement Restoration Programmatic (Programmatic) for Activity Category 1:  Fish Passage 
– Culvert replacement and removal; 2:  Instream Structures – Placement of woody debris and 
gravel augmentation; 3:  Levee Modification; and 4:  Side Channel Habitat Reconnection. As per 
the criteria set forth in the Programmatic, the Service is responding via this electronic format to 
give approval to cover the proposed action under the Programmatic.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service tracking number for this project is 01EWFW00-2016-TA-0137.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Shirley Burgdorf at (360) 534-9340 or Martha Jensen at (360) 753-
9000, of this office.
 
 
 
Shirley Burgdorf
Fish & Wildlife Biologist
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